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agricultural land, but they were not inspired to push into the
interior with no better prospect than finding a vast lake or
swamp. Nevertheless, there were always some adventurous
minds haunted by the romance and mystery of the great
unknown, and even the Governors, though unwilling at this
time to spend much money on further exploration, were
anxious to acquire an easy reputation by new discoveries.
One of these Governors hit upon the ingenious, though, to put
it plainly, the criminal idea of planting a number of convicts
half-way between Port Jackson and Port Phillip, with the
offer of a reward to anyone who should find his way back to
Sydney. Fortunately for the good fame of Sir Thomas
Brisbane and the lives of the wretched convicts who might
have been selected for the preposterous adventure, the plan
fell through, owing to the strong criticism of a young Scotsman
named Alexander Hume. This young man was a born explorer.
At the age of seventeen he had already made several adven-
turous little expeditions on his own account, and before he had
reached his twentieth year he had added to the geographical
knowledge of Australia by the discovery of Lake Bathurst and
Lake George, and later on by tracking up the Murrumbidgee
River. Hume now offered to conduct an exploration from
Sydney to Port Phillip, provided the Governor's scheme was
abandoned. This offer was accepted, and Hume lived up
to his colonial reputation by being the first to find the great
Murray River, and by proving that the Lachlan was a tribu-
tary of that noble stream. This at once put an end to the
notion of a great inland sea, into which the Lachlan had been
supposed to flow. Hume also discovered and crossed the
iiighest range of hills in Australia, the Warragong Moun-
tains, at the southern base of the continent. His journey was
memorable, not only on account of these valuable facts result-
ing from it, but also because of the admirable example he set
to all future explorers by his patience, courage, and infinite
resource in the face of difficulty and danger.
His chief companion, a man named Hovell, was constantly
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